


might want to change that practice as well as an appreciation for a number of factors that would 
such an arrangement (restoration of previous practice) less than ideal.  
 
Looking forward, CAFR is aware that the best efforts of the committee often fail to meet the 
perceived needs of the petitioners.  The receipt of a letter that included Kindness, a poem by 
Naomi Shihab Nye, forcefully made this point even as it also communicated an appreciation for 
the effort in the past.  A majority of the Committee’s recent recommendations for the protection 
of academic rights and freedoms have not been adopted. In fact, the only recommendations from 
the 2016-2017 incarnation of the Committee that have been adopted are that CAFR’s letters of 
findings and recommendations be preserved in other more permanent (and confidential) files.  
Ideally, CAFR makes few recommendations and delivers those recommendations in a 
substantive fashion such that the audience finds the arguments therein compelling.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Josh Ness  
Chair of CAFR, 2016-2017 
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