
COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND RIGHTS (CAFR) 
ANNUAL REPORT, 2022–2023 

 
The Committee on Academic Freedom and Rights (CAFR) serves as the guardian of academic freedom and 
rights for all members of the Skidmore College community. 

 
SUMMARY 
 
During Academic Year (AY) 2022–2023, CAFR considered or was involved in consultations and governance 
matters, informal inquiries, and required training. Although our doctrine of confidentiality requires the 
withholding of certain details, the breakdown is as follows: 
 

 Fall anti-bias literacy session with ATC and PC to support CAFR’s role in the tenure appeal process. No 
tenure appeals were lodged this year. 
 

 Three formal 
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Rank Institution Ombuds 

Aspirants 

Wesleyan yes 

Colby yes 

Haverford yes 

Middlebury yes 

Bowdoin yes 
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SPECIAL PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS 
CAFR does not currently have a position on whether an ombudsperson would serve the needs of our 
community, but we think that it warrants further research and consideration. CAFR makes the following 
recommendations based on our research to date: 

1. CAFR should continue research and information gathering about whether an ombuds role could bolster 
protections of academic rights and freedoms for community members.  

2.


